Senior Connect

by Lawrence Township
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Municipal Manager's Blog

i Shoulda Coulda Woulda is not a great plan during a pandemic....

Several days before the start of the Easter and Passover holiday weekend, our Health Officer, Keith
Levine, expressed his concern about the steady increase in Covid-19 cases in our area and the
expectation of an uptick following the weekend when many people will gather to celebrate the holiday.
Keith has routinely kept me informed of positive cases in our town and trends in our county and state.
Since we are all aware that this virus will be with us for some time, there will be periods when the spread
of the virus will spike and decrease, whether in the short term or the long term. As a result, it becomes
necessary for us to be proactive in responding to the data compiled and published by public health
officials if the primary goal is to ensure that we maintain government operations without disruption.

Since we are more than 2-years into this pandemic, we have become much more knowledgeable
about actions we can take to protect ourselves and others. Just as important, we should also gain back
some of the personal freedoms we lost as we grappled with how to fight the spread of the virus. | firmly
believe that private business owners should be free to restrict their patrons by requiring mask-wearing if
they conclude it is in the best interests of their employees and gives them the best chance of not
shutting down should the virus spread among them. This freedom also extends to the patrons of those
businesses. They can freely choose to give them their business or not as they decide whether the
restrictions are something they can tolerate.

Most of what we do in life is by choice. We can choose to attend family functions, sporting events,
business openings, public meetings, etc. We will always have the personal option to wear a mask if that
is what you think is necessary to best protect yourselves from the virus. Just as importantly, you can
choose not to wear a mask should the event not require you to do so for whatever reason you deem
justified. | think what we have all learned after living through this pandemic is that we have a lot of
power to take whatever steps we believe are necessary to protect ourselves (i.e., mask-wearing, keeping
social distance, vaccinations, booster shots, etc.), and we should be able to do that without ridicule or
judgment.

But there are also times that it is necessary to take reasonable precautions to better protect against
the spread of the virus that may impact what others can and can't freely do. With the primary goal of
ensuring our municipal government continues to deliver the services that residents and businesses
deserve, expect, and require, | decided that we should close the municipal building to visitors following
the holiday weekend. | based it on the data that showed the increase in covid-19 cases leading up to the
weekend and the anticipated further increase after many gather with friends and family to celebrate
their holiday.



My thought process was that "we" (the municipal government) do not function without the people
who work for the Township. To safeguard against a shutdown and create an environment within the
municipal building that reduces the potential for the spread of the virus from visitors without disrupting
the services we provide seemed like a no-brainer to me. Every employee and every department (Clerk,
Tax Collector, Tax Assessor, Construction, Inspections, Engineering, Health, Recreation, Finance, and Fire
administration) are still working and doing their job to serve the community with the building closed to
visitors. When the building is closed, all visitors are greeted at the North Entrance by a staff member who
facilitates whatever business the visitor needs to conduct with the Township. Absolutely everyone is
assisted, and every township employee is doing their job. And if you simply need to drop something off,
there is a locked, black box at the North Entrance that is checked throughout the day.

My decision to take the precaution of closing the building to visitors to keep the environment safer
for our employees from the spread of the virus did result in me receiving some angry emails and FB
comments from those who felt it was an "overreaction" a "power grab," a "denial of their freedom to
enter a public building" or "hypocritical" because | was seen out in public without a mask. Some others
believed that since schools were open, we should be "open." Or, since other towns didn't close their
municipal building, we shouldn't either. All that | can say is that my only consideration is the obligation to
take whatever reasonable actions are necessary to protect our employees and maintain an operating
government for the benefit of the community. Making decisions based solely on what other towns or
administrators do was a mistake that my Mom and Dad taught me at a young age. Remember the adage,
would you jump off a bridge if your friends did? So, no, | will continue to make decisions based upon
credible information, careful consideration, and what ultimately is best for our town. Princeton,
Hamilton, and Ewing can do what is right for them.

| will end by reminding all that the services provided by the Township to residents and business
owners can't be duplicated by going down the road and getting them someplace else or provided to you
virtually. We must do what we can to stay operational. | would rather take the criticism instead of having
to shut down because | failed to act. Shoulda Coulda Woulda is not a great plan in a pandemic. From
time to time, when proactive caution requires it, the municipal building will be closed from week-to
week. We are back open right now. Stay safe and well, everyone! - Kevin Nerwinski

THLEL
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Mercer County Covid-19 Cases Chart:



Board / Committee Meetings: May 2022

2" Planning Board Meeting

“3” Township Council Meeting

"4 Trails, Open Space & Stewardship Committee
"s" Recreation Advisory Committee

"9  Historic Preservation Committee

10 Growth and Redevelopment Committee

Wednesday

11 Senior Executive Meeting

16 Planning Board Meeting

'17 Township Council Meeting

“18  Zoning Board Meeting

{9 Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee
24 Environmental Resources & Green Advisory
24 Lawrence Alcohol and Drug Alliance Meeting

Monday

30 Shade Tree Advisory Committee

*for more info, contact the Municipal Clerk: 609.844.7000*


tel:+1609.844.7000

Municipal Services and Other News: May 2022
by Lawrence Township

TAXES
Second quarter taxes are due in the Tax
Collector's Office by 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
S May 10, 2022, in order to avoid penalty.
i -} -
P

Sewer bills were mailed out on Monday,
v April 25th and are due no later than May

25th.

On May 4, 2022 NJ’'s Ban on Plastic
Carryout Bags & Polystyrene Foam in
Stores, Grocery Stores & Food Service

Businesses will take effect.




FIRST FRIDAYS

9 SUPPORT LAWRENCE BUSINESSES!

May June July August

6 3 1 S

Amazing specials and discounts at
your favorite local businesses on the
First Friday of every month!




FIRST FRIDAYS

9 SUPPORT LAWRENCE BUSINESSES!

May
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Township of Lawrence, NJ .
Published by CW Lawrence @ - April 21 at 9:23 AM -

Welcome to Lawrence, Zen Leaf! &

Today Municipal Manager Kevin Nerwinski celebrated the grand
opening of an adult-use recreational cannabis dispensary.

#shoplawrence #lawrencebusinesses

See Insights

@'0 243 B4 Comments 136 Shares



Township of Lawrence, NJ es
Published by CW Lawrence @ - Apnl 23 at 10:39 AM . &
Greening Together kicked off this morning with ¢ trash clean-ups %
at Colonial Lake and Shabakunk Creek!

Thank you to all the amazing volunteers and community members
who came out to help keep our waters clean.

If you want to get involved and learn more about sustainability, check
out Greening Together's week-long events.

Together we can preserve Lawrence as the place where "nature smiles
for 22 miles™. &

#Fsustainablelawrence #Flawrencevolunteers




Spring is here and that means cleanup and yard work. Attached are
answers to some questions you might have about yard waste collection.

IVvivwvJaLu \-Ullllll\.p'lllr MaoN'GWl WLUlieaLivialg

How large can my yard waste pile be at the curb? Your total pile size can be 12’ in length, 3’
high and 4’ foot from the edge of the curb, please do not obstruct traffic. Any pile exceeding 12’
in length will not be collected.

When can | place my brush at the curb for collection? Brush will be collected according to your
zone schedule. Do not place brush at the curb until the weekend before your zone collection
week. See our website for your zone at www.lawrencetwp.com or call the Public Works
Department at (609) 587-1894.

How large can my tree branches be for collection? Tree trunks and limbs in excess of 6” in
diameter will not be collected.

How long should the branches be for collection? Limbs shall be cut in lengths of 3’ or less.

Can | place a tree stump in the road for collection? No, tree stumps are the homeowner’s
responsibility.

Can | place grass in the road for collection? No, grass shall be bagged and placed in your blue
cart for collection. Cuttingit and leaving it on your lawn is always the best option. Residents may
drop off grass clippings at the Ecological Facility (3701 Princeton Pike,

Mon-Fri 7:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.).

Can my landscaper place yard waste at the curb during the week when he is servicing my
property? Landscapers shall be registered with Lawrence Township, this will allow them to
understand the rules and regulations. Landscapers must follow all the same rules for collection
when working for the homeowner. Landscapers can only place yard waste at the curb for
collection the Saturday or Sunday before the proper zone collection.

Can my landscaper bring yard waste to the Township’s Ecological Facility? YES, it is FREE...
Provide your landscaper a note with your address, name, date, phone number, and signature,
and your landscaper can drop off your yard waste for No Charge at the Ecological Facility (3701



Spring is here and that means cleanup and yard work.

Ip of Lawrence

Free deliVery to your driveway
Lawrence Township Residents Only

April._11_ thru May. 6

Natural G_mund Woeod ChIFJS

_.l.#-‘-

 Minir mum-oe, rdeFrH@f?T ﬁ‘i?évﬂnds fo r"*“*$33w~@-ﬂ"
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Lawrence Township EcologicalfEaeility
37071 Princeton Pike
oFr >
Department of Public Works

240 Bakers Basin Road
609-587-1894

&
- i

Order Form — www.lawrencetwp.com

> programiwill assist us with the dispersion of wood

romiour Ecological Facility back into the community:
The program ends when our supply ends




Spring is here and that means cleanup and yard work.

MULCH ORDER

Township of Lawrence

Department of Public Works
240 Bakers Basin Road
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
609-587-1894

Date:

Name:

Phone:

Quantity Item Price

3-yards Natural Ground Wood Chips $33.00

Please inspect wood chips prior to ordering

Delivery address:

Please make your check payable to: Township of Lawrence

Credit card payments accepted at: Lawrence Township Ecological Center
3701 Princeton Pike, Lawrenceville, NJ




everbridge
% IXLE Sign up for Nixle alerts for Lawrence Township.

Nixle keeps you up-to-date with relevant information from your local
public safety departments & schools.

Looking to Receive Alerts from Your Local Agencies?

TEXT YOUR ZIP CODE TO 888777 TO OPT-IN

<
Receive alerts for o E E

Severe Criminal Severe Missing Local
Weather Activities Traffic Persons Events

Or sign-up online to receive emails and phone calls
(It's easy and anyone can join): Go to local.nixle.com/register/

Pisiured .
Email: | Public safety messages are sent here
Password: | Make it hard lo guess!
Full Name: |
Language: |Engish "
Mobile Phone: | Text alents from local police and fire depariments are sent to this device
Home Phone: | After sign-up, see your Settings page for supported Local Agencies
Voice Messages: | No Voice Msgs v|  Service only available from supported Public Safety Agencies

XL YT By clicking *1 Accept” | accept Node's Terms of Service

Message and data rabes may apply. Message frequency varnes. Terms and privacy



Senisr #eall% Fair

Sponssred by the Lowrensd Toemahip Senjor Center sl Lowrencoe Toemabip Health Depar sl

dale:  Tuesday, May 3, 2022 P
time:  10amto 1pm 'ﬂ' i
location: Lawrence Township Senior Center  SENTOR
30 E Darrah Lane CENTER
Lawrance, NJ 08648
Free health screenings: Free demonstrations: Plus free giveaways,
* blood pressure * chair yoga raffles, and healthy
» blood sugar * meditation snacks!
* cancer screening
.. 2nd more!

For more information or gquestions, please call: (689) B44-TEED or (G89) B44-T4E
- - - - S S S S

Pre-registration
Please fill out and return this slip to the Lawrence Township
senior Center.

Name

Address

Phone Number




HAMILTON TOWNSHIP DIVISION OF HEALTH

STI TESTING & TREATMENT CLINIC

FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL

Call Us!
=
Tuesdays, 9am-12pm 2100 Greenwood Ave,
and 3pm-5:30pm! 609-890-3647 Hamilton, N] OB&09

Walk-in, no appointment needed!

To be seen in the clinic must live in one of the following towns, please
bring a photo ID or proof of address with you:

* Hamilton * Ewing * Princeton
* Lawrence * Robbinsville * West Windsor
* East Windsor * Hightstown = Hopewell Township

Students residing on the campuses of Rider University and The College of N] will also
receive services free of charge with a college 1D.

- Face masks are required! |

.-._ = B

Please Note: Pennington and Hopewell Borough residents must see Montgomery Township for services.
Trenton City residents must see Henry |. Austin Health Center for services.
X N ¥ N ¥ N N ¥ N ¥ ¥ ¥ F ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ]

All Mercer County residents may use the following -
clinic for HIV or STI testing:

Henry ]. Austin Health Clinic:
321 North Warren Street &‘1 609-278-5900
Trenton, N] OB618
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SALE NN

LAWRENCEYILLE
MAIN STREET

LANDSCAPE / DESIGN COMMITTEE

Click Link Above For Order Form & Delails.
Supplies Limiled.

$40 14" X 9" Wire Basket & Coco Mal

&
{a $50 vaiue) : Sl R . Ir.
: ' Professionally Planted 6 o
Follow our care instructions Colorful, High-Grade Annuals
to enjoy blooms for many Hanging Basket or Porch Planter
months! (delachable hook & Nal botlom) @
3 Stvles [or Sun & Shade --
The Gingered Peach, '1he Purple Cos
& Classic Main Street 4%
PROCEEDS HELP QUR VILEAGE BEAUTIFICATION AND IMPROVEMENT EFFORTS.

" THANE YOU FOR YOURSUPPORT! o

GET READY TO SHRED!

A SECURE SHRED FUNDRAISER TO BENEFIT

LAWRENCEVILLE
MAIN STREET

EVENT SPONSQRS

AnnieMac

Open to the Public!

WaLSH
SENIOR
SOLUTIONS

Crari P h

$20 Donation
15 box limit per donation

BERESHIRE | Pox & Hoach,
HATHAWAY | REALTORS

Thnmm S e r




Are you a veteran or know a veteran who may be in need of
crisis support? The Veterans Crisis Line provides confidential crisis
support for veterans and their families.

Veterans Crisis Line s+s Veterans

e s s CrisisLine

Fa ct S hEEt 1-800-273-8255 PRESS

Confidential crisis help for Veterans and their families

| —

Thee Veberang Crisi Linse i & 160-fres, confidential resowce that Snce its unch in 2007, the Veterans Crisit Lire has andeened
conncts Veterard in crishs and thelr families and friends with qualified,  mose than 5.6 million calls and initiated the dispatch of emergency
-'.'-Ilril'hj UL%, Dapartemsent of Velesans -’l.ll'-illi-['l.'ﬁ.l MES RGeS Lo yREs. RO CAlETS in Crisis modd than 20000 theeis. The Velerans

Crisis Line anomymiowud onfine chat service, sdded in 20049, has
Veberans arsd thelr koved ones can call 1-800-173-8255 and Press 1, engaged in more than 660,000 chats. In November 2011, the
chat online at VeteransCrisisUine.net, or send a text message to Veterans Cises Line indrodued & el messaging sensoe io
BFBIES to receree free, confidential support 24 howrs a day, ¥ days ook anothed way Tor Vebirand 16 conmect with confidential,

a week, 365 days & year, even if they are not registened with VA of round-the-clock support and since then has respondaed
ensalled n VA héalth cane o e Chan JTHE000 texts

Tt pitparichisrs at Ul Velerans Crisss Line aré specislly rained and I 2007, the National Velerans Suilcide Preventson Hotine was

expeienced in hlping Veterans of all ages and crcumatances — rénamed the Veterands Crisis Line (o éndowsrage WYettrant and their
from Yeterans coping with mental health s that wene never families and friends, who may be the first o reafize a Vederan & in
sildressed bo recent Vieterans struggling with relationships or emationsl distress, to reach out for support when tsues reach a

the transition back to chvilian [ife. Weberans Crisis Line retponders CFidid porinl, Eves if it i not & suichdal crisis.
pecvie support when these and other Bsues — such as chronic

i, M dely depresdion, deplesinets, snger, ard even WA B wodking o make fuee that sl Veterans and their kosed G
homietsmess = meach a crisks poink. Some of the respondns ae are vwant of the Vieterans Crisis Line. To réach a4 marny Vederans
Vieterans themsehves and understand what Veterans and their as possitle. VA ks coondinating with communities and partnes
tamilies ard frsends have been through groups nationy ke, indhuding communsty-based arganizations,

Velerans Servioe Qrganizationd, and kecal health cane providers, ta
et Yeterans and their koved ones now thal support s asailable
wilsengver,  aver they need il

Whether you're a Veteran or a friend or family member concerned about one,
confidential assistance is only a call, click, or text away.

For mose indformation abowt the Veberans Crisis Line, vt YetoransOrl szl ine. nat
For moee information about Vs mental health resources, visit www.mantalhea th.va.gov

nfidential crisis chat at VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat or text 838255




IRS IMPOSTER SCAMS

e —y
You i The Internal Revenue Service
=g {IRS) is the government agency
that collects federal taxes.
Scammers pretend to be IRS
officials to get you to send
= them money. S S

How the scam works

ooriacot

Your caller ID might show it's the IRS {:EJ"I-T'IE].

The caller might give a badge number and know
the last four digits of your Social Security number.

n

"You owe mongy.”
|

fer
“You better pay now or you'll

be arrested.” “

"Put money on a prepald debit
card or wirc it tous”

If you pay...

You find out it wasn’'t The money is gone
the IRS. It was a scam. !




2

Warning signs

How willl the IRS How will the IRS ask you

first contact you? to pay?

Phone call With a prepaid debit card @
Email With a moenoy transfer @
. Won't require a specific
Mail
type of paymaent

Got a call?

Don’t give the caller information
such as your financial or other personal information.

Write down details

such as the number andd nameae of the caller.
Hang up

Contact the IRS directly

If you think vou may owe back taxes, call the IRS at
800-829-1040 or visit irs.gov/balancedue.

Report the call

File a complaint with:

« the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration
(TIGTA) at tigta.gov or 800-366-4484.

» the FTC at ftc.govicomplaint or 877-FTC-HELP.

Warn friends and family
Tell people you know that these calls are scams.



JOIN US!

FREE CLOTHING
DRIVE EVENT

FOR TEENS BY TEENS

LAWRENCE COMMUNITY
CENTER

295 Eggerts Crossing Rd, Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
Multipurpose room

ABOUT US!

i
The "For Me to You" Project will be hosting a satu rday

free store event for all tweens to young
adults in the Lawrence area. Everything will
be new or gently used clothing items and

accessories donated by members of the IDAM'IPM
2022

community. Bring your reusable bags and |
hope to see you therel

For more information about "From Me to You" Project visit us

at our Instagram @from_me_to_you_project_ or email us at
frommetoyou.projectnj@gmail.com

Sponsored by the "From Me to You" Project



If you have any questions related to Senior
Connect, or Lawrence Township broadly, reach out
to the Community Aide for further information.

phone: 609-844-7074
email: cdinwoodie@lawrencetwp.com



