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Lawrence Township marked a significant milestone with the ribbon-cutting ceremony
for the new Maidenhead Meadows elevated boardwalk on June 14. The celebration
drew residents, local officials, and trail enthusiasts to witness the opening of this 0.4-
mile segment of the Lawrence Hopewell Trail.
"This project demonstrates our township's long-standing commitment to walkability,
bikeability, and access to open space," said Mayor Patricia Hendricks Farmer. "We're
proud to partner with the LHT to make our community healthier, more connected,
and more sustainable."
The new boardwalk is a game-changer for safety and connectivity. Previously, trail
users had to navigate busy Princeton Pike to traverse this area. Now, they can move
safely above the natural wetlands while experiencing the beauty of our preserved
open space.
David Sandahl, Chair of the LHT Board of Trustees, emphasized the segment's
importance: "This takes riders and walkers safely across Mercer Meadows and avoids
the heavy traffic on Princeton Pike. Lawrence Township has really delivered on this
project."
The completion of this segment creates a continuous safe passage through the
southern portion of the trail. When the Pike Town neighborhood route opens later this
summer, it will bring the community even closer to realizing the full 20-mile loop.
With approximately 93% of the Lawrence Hopewell Trail now complete, the goal is to
finish the full loop by the end of 2026. The Maidenhead Meadows boardwalk stands
as a testament to what we can achieve when community vision meets dedicated
partnership.



Officer
Spotlight

 ATTENTION LAWRENCE TOWNSHIP
DOG OWNERS 

We've seen a concerning increase in
dog bite incidents and off-leash

violations in our community parks.

REMINDER: Township Ordinance 89-3
requires ALL dogs to be on a leash

(maximum 6 feet) in ALL public spaces
unless in designated dog runs.

This means:

No off-leash dogs in regular township
parks

Leashes required on all public
property

No exceptions for "well-trained" dogs
The leash requirement protects

everyone - other residents, children,
pets, and your own dog.

Let's keep Lawrence Township safe and
enjoyable for everyone! 

Chief Kevin Reading and the Lawrence
Township Police Dept. would like to
congratulate our newly appointed

detective! Detective Charlie Burkoski
began his career in public safety in

February 2013 as a dispatcher with IXP,
serving the Lawrence Police Department.

After showing tremendous leadership
abilities, he was promoted to Chief

Training Operator in April 2014.
In January 2017, Charlie was hired by the
Metropolitan Transportation Authority

Police Department (NYC), where he served
until September 2020, when he rejoined

Lawrence Police as a police officer.
Detective Burkoski has quickly shown that
he’s not only capable, but highly effective

in investigative work. With a broad skill
set, he remains a valued asset to both the

department and the Lawrence community.
Congratulations Detective Burkoski!  This

is a great accomplishment and well
deserved!





 HEAT SAFETY REMINDER: It's unlawful
AND dangerous!

NEW JERSEY LAW: You CANNOT leave pets
exposed to 90°+ heat for more than 30

minutes without you being present in the
same conditions.

 Pets must maintain normal body
temperature

 Fresh water must be available at ALL times
When in doubt -bring them inside! Hot
cars, concrete, and direct sun can be

deadly.

 LAWRENCE TOWNSHIP ANIMAL
CONTROL ALERT 

With temperatures rising and high
humidity, we're receiving multiple calls

daily about pets left in vehicles. We
want to educate our community before

tragedy strikes.

 **THE FACTS:**
• A 75°F day = 94°F inside your car in

just 10 minutes
• 85°F outside = 104°F inside in 10

minutes
• Cracking windows does NOT help

significantly

 **THE LAW - N.J.S.A. 4:22-26:**
It is UNLAWFUL to "carry an animal or leave an animal unattended in vehicle under

inhumane conditions adverse to the health of the animal."
**WE WILL RESPOND** to every call. We take laser temperature readings as evidence.

This uses significant police and animal control resources that could be used elsewhere.





Lawrence Township Police and Schools
Partner for Impactful DUI Safety

Demonstration
The Lawrence Township Police Department partnered with Lawrence

Township Public Schools to host a powerful DUI/distracted driving
presentation. This valuable demonstration simulated a real-life crash
scenario, effectively highlighting the serious dangers of impaired and

distracted driving. We're proud to be part of a community so committed to
student education and safety.

The presentation was held on prom evening, and we hope all LHS seniors had
a fun and safe prom night!








