
1 
 

Township of Lawrence 
County of Mercer 
 

Ordinance No. 2246-16 
 

 ORDINANCE REPEALING ORDINANCE 1189-89 CHAPTER 17 OF THE LAWRENCE TOWNSHIP 
 ADMINISTRATIVE CODE IN ITS ENTIRETY AND ENACTING A NEW CHAPTER 17 ENTITLED 

 “PEDDLING, SOLICITING AND RELATED ACTIVITIES” 
 

CHAPTER 17. PEDDLING, SOLICITING AND RELATED ACTIVITIES. 

Section 17-1. Purpose. 

The purposes of this article are to: (1) prevent dishonest business practices; (2) provide for traffic and 
pedestrian safety by regulating the use of the streets and property adjacent thereto by itinerant or transient 
merchants; (3) prevent extended parking or trespassing on private or public property to prevent violations of the 
Township’s Land Use Ordinance; (4) protect traffic and pedestrian safety; (5) generally, to provide for the safety 
of the residents of the Township of Lawrence; and (6) deter the use of canvassing, peddling, or soliciting as a 
means of gaining access to homes or other premises for criminal purposes. 

Section 17-2.  Definitions. 

The following words and phrases, wherever used herein, shall have the following meanings, unless a different 
meaning clearly appears from the context: 

BUSINESS 

 Includes businesses, trades, callings, vocations, operations of any kind, other than those specifically 
excluded from regulations by state statute or case law of the State of New Jersey or other specific municipal 
ordinance or license requirements. 

CANVASSER 

 Any person who goes from house to house or business to business for the purpose of distributing 
literature, pamphlets, handbills, and the like or for the purpose of distributing information or seeking support for 
a cause, specifically including but not limited to political campaigning, circulation of a petition or the seeking of 
contributions for a cause. 

COMMERCIAL 

 Pertaining to, or engaging in commerce, or prepared, done, or acting with the sole emphasis on 
salability or profit.  The term “commercial” shall not include charitable speech. 

FLEA MARKET/CRAFT OR HOME SHOW/EXPOSITION 

 Any event sponsored or promoted by any person as defined herein, where one or more vendors pay a fee 
to the owner/operator/promoter of said event for the use of space for the purpose of selling, displaying or 
promoting the sale of any goods, materials, merchandise or services by and for the profit of said vendor(s). 

INDIVIDUAL 

 Any natural person. 
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MERCHANDISE 

 All goods, wares, food, drinks, fruits, vegetables, magazines, subscriptions, periodicals, printed 
material, farm products, all types of articles of personal property, all types of orders or contracts for services, 
home improvements or alterations, and anything that may be sold or distributed. 

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION 

 Shall mean (1) any organization that is tax exempt under §501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code; (2) 
any organization created under or otherwise subject to the provisions of Title 15A of the New Jersey Statutes; (3) 
any organization, whose primary purpose it to benefit the school age children of Lawrence Township, including 
but not limited to schools, school clubs and organizations, Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Brownies, and 
similar youth groups (irrespective of their 501(c)(3) or Title 15A status); (4) any organization, whose primary 
purpose is to advocate for religious or political causes (irrespective of their 501(c)(3) or Title 15A status); or (5) 
any department within Lawrence Township’s municipal governmental structure, including, but not limited to, the 
Police Department and any volunteer fire company that is located in, has a substantial membership from, or 
serves Lawrence Township. 

PEDDLER 

 Any person who goes from house to house or place to place by any means of conveyance, carrying or 
transporting merchandise, goods, articles, or property of any kind or description for the purpose of selling and 
delivering the same to customers, or offering to render immediate services of any kind or description, and shall 
include the words “hawker,” “huckster” or “itinerant vendor.” 

PERSON 

 Includes individuals, firms, partnerships, corporations, organizations, clubs, associations, or other 
entity, or any principals, agents, employees or representatives thereof.   

SOLICITOR 

 Any person who goes from house to house or from place to place by any means of conveyance, who sells 
or offers to sell goods, articles or property of any kind or description by sample or otherwise for future delivery, or 
who offers to render services at some time in the future, with or without accepting payment or partial payment for 
the same. 

TRADE SOLICITATION 

 The practice of going from house to house for the purpose of seeking orders, subscriptions or the 
purchase of any goods, wares or merchandise, including but not limited to direct sales and taking orders for 
future deliveries.  For the purposes of this article, a trade solicitor shall also be deemed to be one who makes 
surveys for research purposes, analysis, opinion polls, rating data and any such similar work by which its nature 
involves a door-to-door or place-to-place activity.  Unless otherwise distinguished herein, the term “trade 
solicitation” or “trade solicitor” shall also include and encompass the terms “peddler” and/or “solicitor.” 

TRANSIENT MERCHANT 

 A. A person who, whether a resident of the Township of Lawrence or not, engages in a 
 temporary business (i.e., less than six months in each year) within the Township of selling and 



3 
 

 delivering goods, wares, merchandise or services within the Township and who in furtherance of 
 such purpose hires, leases, uses or occupies any building, structure, motor vehicle, tent, railroad, 
 boxcar or boat, public room in hotels, lodging houses, apartments or shops, parking lot, sidewalk, 
 street alley or other place within the Township for the exhibition and sale of such goods, wares  or   
 merchandise, either privately or at public auction. 

 B. Unless otherwise distinguished herein, the term “transient merchant” shall also include 
 and encompass the terms “roadside vendors,” “peddlers,” “hawkers” and “auctioneers,” as well 
 as operators of circuses, tent shows and carnivals, flea markets, craft/home shows, and 
 expositions. 

 
Section 17-3. Trade Solicitation by invitation only; exceptions. 

 A. No person may engage in trade solicitation in the Township of Lawrence without first 
 presenting to the Township Clerk of the Township of Lawrence an invitation from the respective 
 householders to be solicited. 

 B. Local educational and charitable organizations may engage in trade solicitation in the 
 Township of Lawrence, provided that they obtain a permit therefor from the Township Clerk of  the 
 Township of Lawrence. 

 
Section 17-4. Permit required for canvassing, peddling, soliciting. 

 A. It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in canvassing, peddling, or soliciting in the 
 Township of Lawrence without obtaining a permit therefor from the Township Clerk of the 
 Township of Lawrence. 

 B. Permits shall not be transferrable. 

 C. Upon obtaining a permit as hereinafter provided, a canvasser, peddler, solicitor, or 
 transient merchant may conduct permitted activities within Lawrence Township only as long as  he or 
 she adheres to the regulations set forth in this article and carries the permit upon his or her  person 
 or displays the permit in a conspicuous place at all times during the conduct of the  permitted  
 activities.  The permit shall be shown to any individual upon request. 

 
Section 17-5. Exceptions. 

 The following persons shall not be subject to the requirements of §§17-3 and 17-4 of this article: 

 A. Any nonprofit organization as defined in §17-2 of this article, provided that the means of 
 identification assigned by such organization, if any, is carried by the canvasser, peddler, solicitor, 
 or transient merchant.  If no means of identification is assigned by such organization, the 
 canvasser, peddler, solicitor, or transient merchant shall be required to carry a bona fide means 
 of identification, including but not limited to a valid driver’s license or other government-issued 
 identification. 

 B. Any individual 18 years of age and under. 

 C. Any person honorably discharged from the military of the United States as defined by  N.J.S.A. 
 45:24-9 and 24-10, possessing corresponding identification in conformity with said  statute(s). 
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 D. Any person who is an exempt fireman as defined by N.J.S.A. 45:24-9 and 24-10, possessing 
 corresponding identification in conformity with said statute(s). 

 E. Any public utility or its employees, where said public utility is subject to regulation by the 
 New Jersey Board of Public Utilities Commission. 

 F. Any person who is: (a) campaigning for any elected public office or public question, which 
 is to be voted upon in Lawrence Township at a general, special, primary, or school board election, 
 or in a national or State election; (b) distributing handbills, pamphlets, leaflets, circulars, 
 advertisements, or printed materials with respect thereto; (c) canvassing for or against any  political 
 candidate or any political question; or (d) otherwise engaging in political speech. 

 G. Any person intending to distribute noncommercial or not-for-profit handbills, pamphlets, 
 leaflets, circulars, advertisements or printed material. 

 H. Any person engaging in the advocacy of noncommercial or not-for-profit causes, whether 
 or not in connection with a larger organization, or engaging in spontaneous speech, including, but 
 not limited to, speech between neighbors. 

 I. Any person conducting a sale pursuant to a statute or a court order. 

 J. Any person who is engaged in the sale of any article at wholesale to dealers in such articles 
 or the delivery of milk, eggs, bread, newspapers or such other necessary and perishable articles 
 of food or merchandise of the type commonly delivered on a house-to-house basis at intervals of 
 less than one week. 

 K. Federal census takers and polls or surveys taken pursuant to Federal, State or local laws. 

 L. Any person holding a solicitation license or permit issued under any legislation of the  United 
 States government or by a state agency pursuant to statute. 

 M. Any person: (1) holding a general sale, fair, auction or bazaar sponsored by any church or 
 religious organization; (2) holding a garage sale on premises devoted to residential use; and (3) 
 selling crafts or similar items made by hand and sold or offered for sale by the person making such 
 crafts or handmade items. 

 
Section 17-6. Notices regulating canvassing, peddling, and soliciting. 

 A. No canvasser or trade solicitor shall enter into any property on which it is located a sign 
 or signs stating “No Solicitors” or carrying a similar message forbidding the entry of any persons 
 onto the property.  Such sign so exhibited shall constitute sufficient notice to any trade solicitor 
 or canvasser of the determination by the occupant of the residence of the information contained 
 thereon. 

 B. Duty of canvassers and trade solicitors. 

 (1) It shall be the duty of every canvasser and trade solicitor, upon going onto any premises 
 in the Township of Lawrence on which a residence is located, to examine and look for the notice 
 provided for in Subsection A of this section, if any is posted, and be governed by the statement 
 contained on the notice. 
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 (2) Any trade solicitor or canvasser who has gained entrance to any residence, whether  invited  
 or not, shall immediately and peacefully depart from the premises when requested to do so by the 
 occupant. 

 C. Uninvited soliciting prohibited.  It is hereby declared to be unlawful and shall constitute a 
 nuisance for any person to go upon any premises and ring a doorbell upon or near any residence 
 or create any sound in any other manner calculated to attract the attention of the occupant of  such 
 residence for the purpose of securing an audience with the occupant thereof and engage in 
 canvassing or trade solicitation as herein defined in defiance of the notice exhibited at the 
 residence in accordance with the provision of Subsection A of this section. 

 
Section 17-7. Hours of operation. 

Every trade solicitor or canvasser shall restrict his or her door-to-door activities to the hours between 10:00 a.m. 
and dusk, on Mondays through Saturdays.  No such activities shall be permitted on Sundays or state or national 
holidays. 

 
Section 17-8. Transient merchants. 

A transient merchant shall not be relieved from complying with the provisions of this article merely by reason of 
associating temporarily with any local dealer, trader, merchant or auctioneer or by conducting such transient 
business in connection with, as part of or in the name of any local dealer, trader, merchant or auctioneer. 

 
Section 17-9. Prohibitions for transient merchants; exceptions. 

 A. It shall be unlawful for any transient merchant to sell, buy, dispose of or offer to sell or  dispose  
 of any goods, wares, merchandise or other things of value or services or to solicit contributions, gifts, 
 pledges or subscriptions for money or goods in or on any portion of a public right-of-way or on private  
 property, unless said business has received Planning Board approval  for the use respecting the specific 
 location. 

 B. The following exceptions shall apply to transient merchant businesses: 

 (1) Transient merchants leasing spaces within an existing, conforming commercial structure, 
 provided that the space was designated for the intended use and had received the necessary 
 development approvals prior to transient merchant use or occupancy.  Such use shall be 
 temporary in nature, not to exceed a maximum of fourteen (14) consecutive days. 

 (2) Transient merchants leasing a portion of a developed commercial site outside of a 
 building, provided that the use is permitted and the area where the business is located has been 
 designated for such activity pursuant to the appropriate site plan approval process.  Such use shall 
 be temporary in nature, not to exceed a maximum of fourteen (14) consecutive days. 

 (3) Home occupations as defined in the Land Use Ordinance and as otherwise permitted 
 pursuant to the terms and provisions of said ordinance. 

 (4) Transient merchant uses by veterans and firemen permitted by N.J.S.A. 45:24-9 et seq. 
 shall be permitted in commercial zones as established by the Lawrence Township Land Use 
 Ordinance, and the actual location of such vending must be seventy-five feet (75’) away from any 
 intersection.  The display of all goods and/or wares is limited to the vehicle utilized to transport 
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 said goods/wares and shall not be displayed on the ground or attached in any other way to any  items 
 other than said vehicle. 

 C. Transient merchant activity shall not negatively interfere with the safe operation of any 
 existing businesses, and such activity shall not hinder or interfere with approved ingress and  egress, 
 sufficient parking, and pedestrian passageways.  The Municipality (i.e., any Municipal  Official) reserves 
 the right to refer any applicant to the Township of Lawrence Planning Board,  Zoning Board, or similar 
 department for an approval in the event that the Municipality, in its  discretion, determines that the 
 same is necessary in order to properly fulfill the intent and  purpose of the New Jersey Municipal Land 
 Use Law and the Lawrence Township Land Use Ordinance. 

 
Section 17-10. Application for permit. 

 A. An application for a permit, for any business requiring a permit under this article, shall be 
 made to the Township Clerk of the Township of Lawrence, on forms to be provided by the 
 Township, and shall contain information as follows. 

 (1) Peddlers, solicitors and canvassers. 

  (a) The applicant’s name, a permanent address, a local address (if different than a  
   permanent address), a telephone number, and an emergency telephone number. 

   (i) If the applicant is a corporation, the applicant shall submit a copy of its  
   certificate of incorporation, the names and addresses of each person owning  10%  
   or more of the shares of stock issued by said corporation, specifying the office  
   held by each person, together with the name and address of the registered agent  
   for said corporation.  In the event that the applicant is a partnership, the applicant  
   shall supply the Township with the name and address of each partner, general or  
   limited, and the percentage of interest in said partnership held by each.   

  (b) The business for which the permit is being granted, including a complete   
   description of the proposed business (e.g., nature of the merchandise), and   
   identification on whose behalf the business is being conducted if different than that of 
   the applicant, including an address and telephone number. 

  (c) The location on which said business is to occur.  In the event the applicant is not  
   the owner of said property, the applicant must provide a written form granting   
   permission form the owner of record or his or her lawful designee.  Each application for 
   a permit shall also be accompanied by a certification that property taxes are current  
   with respect to the property on which the business operation is to occur.   

  (d) The length of time for which the right to do business is desired. 

  (e) A statement as to whether or not the applicant, or the persons having the   
   management or supervision of the applicant’s business, have been convicted of any  
   crime, disorderly persons offense or petty disorderly persons offense involving   
   deceptive business practices or fraud, or a violation of any ordinance enacted in other  
   municipalities concerning peddling, solicitation, or transient merchandising, when  
   and where the offense(s) occurred and the penalty imposed, if any.  Said statement  
   shall also contain reasonable information as to the identity or character of the person  
   or persons having the management or supervision of the applicant’s business or the  
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   method or plan of doing  such business as the Chief of Police of the Township of  
   Lawrence may deem proper to fulfill the purpose of this article and in the protection of  
   the public good. 

  (f) Fingerprints of the applicant and a photograph of the applicant taken within sixty  
   (60) days prior to having filed the application. 

  (g) Motor vehicle registration number, make and model of any motor vehicle used   
   by the applicant in connection with his or her peddling or soliciting. 

  (h) If the applicant is an agent, employee or representative, he or she shall attach to  
   the application a letter from the person or organization for which the applicant works  
   or represents, authorizing the applicant to act as its agent, employee or representative 
   and assuming responsibility for the applicant’s conduct. 

  (i) Each applicant shall furnish its New Jersey Sales Tax identification number.  In  
   addition, each corporation shall furnish a federal identification number; each   
   partnership shall furnish the social security numbers and/or federal identification  
   numbers of the partners, as applicable, holding a ten percent (10%) or greater  
   interest; each sole proprietorship shall furnish the social security number of the  
   proprietor.   

  (j) The Township shall not issue or authorize the issuance of a permit to any vendor  
   of tangible personal property, other than property exempted from sales and use  
   taxation pursuant to state statute, having no fixed place of business within the  
   municipality without the submission of a copy of a valid certificate of authority issued  
   to the vendor empowering said vendor to collect sales tax.  The provisions set forth  
   herein are set forth in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:32B-15 et seq.  All applicants  
   selling merchandise subject to sales tax shall attach the original certificate of  
   authority issued by the Director of the New Jersey Division of Taxation to their cart,  
   stand, truck or other merchandising device, as required by N.J.S.A. 54:32B-15. 

  (k) All applicants selling food items for immediate consumption shall submit a copy  
   of the board of health license. 

 (2) Transient Merchants. 

  (a) The applicant’s name, a permanent address, a local address (if different than a  
   permanent address), a telephone number, and an emergency telephone number. 

  (b) Description of the nature of the business or activity including the average   
   quantity, kind and value of the merchandise to be sold. 

  (c) The days during which the business is to be conducted. 

  (d) The name and addresses of the persons from whom the goods making up the   
   stock were or are to be purchased by the applicant. 

  (e) A statement as to whether or not the applicant has been convicted of any crime,  
   disorderly persons offense or petty disorderly persons offense involving deceptive  
   business practices or fraud, or a violation of any ordinance enacted in other   
   municipalities concerning peddling, solicitation, or transient merchandising, when  
   and where the offense(s) occurred and the penalty imposed, if any.  Said statement  
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   shall also contain reasonable information as to the applicant’s business or the method 
   or plan of doing such business as the Chief of Police of the Township of Lawrence may  
   deem proper to fulfill the purpose of this article and in the protection of the public  
   good. 

  (f) Fingerprints of the applicant and a photograph of the applicant taken within sixty  
   (60) days prior to having filed the application. 

  (g) A bond in accordance with N.J.S.A. 45:24-5 in an amount equal to twenty-five   
   percent (25%) of the value of the personal property shown in the disclosures required  
   above but in no event less than one thousand dollars ($1,000).  The bond shall be in  

   Effect for a period of one year from the date the permit is issued, shall indemnify and  
   pay Lawrence Township any penalties and costs incurred in the enforcement of this  
   section  and the purchaser of personal property a sum equal to at least the amount of  
   any payment such purchaser may have been induced to make through the   
   misrepresentation of the applicant, its agents, servants, or employees.  The bond shall  
   be in the form approved by the municipal attorney.  

  (h) An instrument in accordance with N.J.S.A. 45:24-6 appointing the Township Clerk  
   as the applicant’s true and lawful agent for service of process. 

  (i) If the applicant is an agent, employee, or representative, he or she shall attach to  
   the application a letter from the person or organization for whom the applicant works  
   or represents, authorizing the applicant to act as its agent, employee, or   
   representative and assuming responsibility for the applicant’s conduct. 

  (j) All transient merchants are subject to the statutory requirements set forth in   
   N.J.S.A. 45:24-1 et seq., and shall be subject to the penalties set forth therein in the  
   eventof a failure to comply with any of said requirements. 

  (k) Each applicant shall furnish its New Jersey Sales Tax identification number. 
     In addition, each corporation shall furnish a federal identification number; each  
   partnership shall furnish the social security numbers and/or federal identification  
   numbers of the  partners, as applicable, holding a ten percent (10%) or greater  
   interest; each sole proprietorship shall furnish the social security number of the  
   proprietor.   
  (j) The Township shall not issue or authorize the issuance of a permit to any vendor  
   of tangible personal property, other than property exempted from sales and use  
   taxation pursuant to state statute, having no fixed place of business within the  
   municipality without the submission of a copy of a valid certificate of authority issued  
   to the vendor empowering said vendor to collect sales tax.  The provisions set forth  
   herein are set forth in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:32B-15 et seq.  All applicants  
   selling merchandise subject to sales tax shall attach the original certificate of  
   authority issued by the Director of the New Jersey Division of Taxation to their cart,  
   stand, truck or other merchandising device, as required by N.J.S.A. 54:32B-15. 

  (k) All applicants selling food items for immediate consumption shall submit a copy  
   of the board of health license. 
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Section 17-11. Certain items prohibited. 

The sale of drug paraphernalia, fireworks, illegal knives, weapons, or devices shall be prohibited.  The sale of 
adult items is strongly discouraged; however, if sold, they shall not be openly displayed and shall be completely 
covered and out of the reach of the general public.  The sale of patent infringement items is also prohibited by 
this article. 

 
Section 17-12. Issuance or denial of permit; hearing; expiration. 

 A. Upon receipt of a complete application by the Township Clerk or his or her designee, the 
 Clerk shall refer the application to the Chief of Police who shall make or cause an investigation to 
 be made  of the applicant’s business responsibility and character as he or she deems necessary 
 for the protection of the public welfare and as is consistent with the purpose of this article.  Said 
 application shall be reviewed within thirty (30) days from the day of the filing of the  application and 
 the completion of all forms as requested by the Township, including but not  limited to Online Form 
 212A (https://www.njportal.com/njsp/criminalrecords/).  If it is  determined that the applicant’s 
 character and business  responsibility are found to be satisfactory and the business operation 
 does not create a safety hazard and that the activity complies with all applicable statutes, 
 regulations or ordinances, the Chief of Police shall endorse  his or her approval on the application, and 
 return it to the Township Clerk, who so shall certify  and then issue a permit to the applicant.  The 
 Township Clerk shall keep a record of all permits  issued. 

 B. In the event that the aforementioned requirements are not met, the permit shall be  denied, 
 and, in the event of such denial, the Township Council may, upon written request of the 
 applicant, establish a hearing date, which date shall not be more than forty-five (45) days from  the date 
 of receipt of said denial from the Township Clerk or designee.  The applicant shall receive at least 
 seven (7) days’ notice of the scheduled hearing date and be permitted to present evidence on  behalf 
 of said application.  If the Township Council determines that the permit should not be  issued,  it shall 
 specifically set forth reasons for such denial, a copy of which shall be mailed to the applicant and/or 
 applicant’s duly authorized representative. 

 C. All permits shall expire on December 31 of the calendar year in which they are issued  unless, 
 by their terms, they expire prior to that time, and shall be limited to the express purpose set forth 
 therein.  With respect to transient merchants, the permit shall expire no later than one  hundred eighty
 days (180) after its issuance. 

 
Section 17-13. Revocation of permit. 

 A. The permits issued pursuant to this article may be revoked by the Township Clerk or the 
 Clerk’s designee for any of the following causes: 

  (1) Any fraud, misrepresentation or false statements contained in the application for  
  a permit. 

  (2) Any fraud, misrepresentation or false statements made in connection with the  
  selling of goods, wares, or merchandise. 

  (3) Any violation of this article or another Lawrence Township ordinance. 



10 
 

  (4) Conviction of the permittee of any felony or of a misdemeanor involving moral   
   turpitude, deceptive business practices or fraud. 

  (5) Violation of ordinances enacted in other municipalities concerning peddling,   
   solicitation or transient merchandising. 

  (6) Conducting the business permitted under this article in an unlawful manner or in  
   such a manner as to constitute a menace to the health, safety or general welfare of the 
   public. 

 B. An appeal from such revocation may be made to the Township Council within ten (10)  days of 
 the date of the revocation; it shall forthwith schedule a hearing on the appeal. The Township Council 
 shall hear such appeal and render its decision within forty-five (45) days from  the date of the hearing. 

 
Section 17-14. Payment of permit fees. 

 A. The nonrefundable permit fees to be paid at the time of the application and annually 
 thereafter, as above provided, to the Township of Lawrence, for conducting the following 
 business shall be as follows: 

  (1) Circus, tent shows, and carnivals: $500. 

  (2) Auctioneers:  $75. 

  (3) Flea markets, craft/home shows, expositions, etc.:   

   (a) 1-25 vendors:  $250 

   (b) 26-50 vendors:  $500 

   (c) 51-100 vendors:  $750 

   (d) 101 or more vendors:  $1,000 

  (4) Peddlers, hawkers, canvassers, trade solicitors, etc.:  $100 

  (5) All others:  $25 

 B. No pro rata fees shall be permitted, and the establishment of these fees is to help defray 
 the Township’s administrative and investigative costs for the enforcement and implementation  of this 
article, and not to produce revenue therefrom. 

 C. All nonprofit organizations and/or associations must apply for a business registration  license 
and submit with said application proof of the not-for-profit status.  After receipt of the  appropriate proofs, the 
Township Council may waive any and all fees relevant to this article. 

 
Section 17-15. License or permit pursuant to other ordinances; additional fee not required. 

Those businesses which are otherwise licensed pursuant to other ordinances of the Township of Lawrence may be 
required to file an application hereunder to the extent that another regulatory or licensing application does not 
contain the requisite information required hereunder.  However, in the event that such application is required 
hereunder, no additional license or permit fee pursuant to this article shall be required of the applicant. 
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Section 17-16. General requirements. 

It shall be unlawful for a person to: 

 (a) Attempt to peddle or distribute merchandise or printed material, or solicit funds or canvass  
 for information, without first having identified himself or herself as a peddler, solicitor, 
 transient merchant, or canvasser registered with the Township and displaying the permit issued 
 therefor. 

 (b) Have exclusive right to any location on public property. 

 (c) Refuse to leave a private dwelling or property after having been once requested to do so 
 by the owner or occupant thereof. 

 (d) Shout, cry out, blow a horn, ring a bell, or use any sound making or amplifying device on 
 any streets, parks, or in public places of the Township, or upon private property, that would create 
 or become a nuisance or noise disturbance as prohibited elsewhere in this Code. 

 (e) Distribute obscene merchandise or printed material, or printed material that advocates 
 unlawful conduct. 

 (f) Litter the streets, public places or other property within the Township by any merchandise 
 or printed material. 

 (g) Station, place, set up or maintain a cart, wagon, motor vehicle or other vehicle, or allow 
 it to remain on any sidewalk in a way that would: 

  (1) Restrict, obstruct, interfere with, or impede any pedestrian’s right of way; 

  (2) Restrict, obstruct, interfere with, or impede the ingress or egress from the   
   abutting property; 

  (3) Create or become a nuisance; 

  (4) Increase traffic congestion; or 

  (5) Cause or create or constitute a danger to life, health, or property. 

 (h) Peddle using a cart of the dimensions which exceed two feet in width, four feet in length 
 and four feet in height, including wheel height, while conducting business on any sidewalk. 

 (i) Use any cart which, when fully loaded with merchandise, cannot be easily moved and 
 maintained under control by the permittee only. 

 (j) Use, set up, attach, place or permit the use of any table, crate, carton, rack, device, or 
 structure of any kind to increase the selling or display capacity of the peddler’s cart. 

 (k) Station, place, set up, or maintain a peddler’s cart or allow it to remain on any sidewalk if 
 to so would reduce the unobstructed pedestrian right of way. 

 (l) Engage in the business of peddling within ten feet of any location where the curb has  been 
 depressed to facilitate pedestrian or vehicle movement. 
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 (m) Engage in the business of peddling on any sidewalk or along any street within fifteen feet 
 of any fire hydrant, crosswalk, or driveway. 

 (n) Station, place, set up, or maintain a peddler’s cart or goods against display windows of 
 fixed location businesses, nor shall they be within twenty feet from an entranceway to a building, 
 store, library, school, or other place of public assembly, without the permission of the property  owner  
 and in such a manner as to restrict, obstruct, interfere with or impede pedestrian or  vehicular right of 
 way. 

 (o) Engage in the business of peddling on any sidewalk or along any street within ten feet  from 
 intersecting streets or sidewalks. 

 (p) Engage in the business of peddling within thirty feet of any location where another peddler 
 is engaged in the business of peddling. 

 (q) Engage in the business of selling at any location without giving a written receipt to each 
 customer for any sale in excess of twenty dollars.  The receipt shall show clearly the seller’s name, 
 business address, permit number, a description of the merchandise sold, and the purchase price, 
 and shall be sequentially numbered. 

 (r) Engage in the business of peddling on any sidewalk or along any street within ten feet of 
 a bus stop.  For purposes of this section, the words “bus stop” shall include the sidewalk and the 
 adjoining street where there is a designated bus stop. 

 (s) Sell food, drinks, ice cream, confections or other items for immediate consumption unless 
 the peddler has available for public use a litter receptacle which shall be clearly marked and 
 maintained for patronage use, nor shall any peddler leave any location without first picking up, 
 removing and disposing of any trash or refuse remaining from the sales made by him or her; nor  shall 
 any person sell food, drinks, ice cream, confections or other food items for consumption without 
 having first received any permit or license required by the Township or the board of  health for food 
 handling. 

 (t) Leave any cart unattended at any time or place or leave the same overnight on any 
 sidewalk. 

 (u) Stop, stand or park any vending cart or motorized vehicle used for vending purposes for 
 more than five minutes for the purpose of selling food and merchandise. 

 (v) Station, place, set up, or maintain a cart, wagon, table, stand, display or vehicle on private 
 property unless the owner has previously secured approval for such use of the property pursuant 
 to the provisions of Code governing land use. 

 (w) Use of any motorized vending carts and/or motorized vehicles for vending purposes in  any 
 location except on the street. 
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Section 17-17. Violations and penalties. 

Any person violating any of the provisions of this article shall, upon the first conviction in the Municipal Court of 
the Township of Lawrence, be punished by a fine of not less than $50 nor more than $100; for a second offense 
within a twelve-month period, by a fine of not less than $300 nor more than $500; for a third or subsequent 
offense within a twelve-month period, by a fine of not less than $500 nor more than $1,000 or imprisonment for a 
term not exceeding 90 days in the county jail.  For the purpose of this article, the twelve-month period shall be 
based upon the date of issuance of the first and any subsequent complaints. 

Adopted:  September 20, 2016 

 

RECORD OF VOTE 
 

COUNCIL AYE NAY PRESENT ABSENT ABSTAIN MOVE SECOND 
Mr. Bobbitt X      X 

Mr. Kownacki X       
Ms. Lewis X     X  

Mr. Powers X       
Mayor Maffei X       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


